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On the Journey … at St. John’s 

From the Pastor’s Desk--  
 
I wanted to type Happy Spring, but with this crazy weather I just couldn’t do it  
directly.  Perhaps a more appropriate greeting would be Happy Resurrection!   
Despite all the craziness in our lives and the world, the celebration of Jesus’  
resurrection has happened once again.  
 
Beginning in May we are going to take an in-depth look at the biblical book of James.  
It is one of my favorites!  In this newsletter is a summary of the book that will help 
you get prepared.   
 
Also on May 1

st,
 after church, we are going to have an important meeting.  We are 

meeting to form a team to plan an outreach event for the church.  We want to have 
the event tied to the Coopersburg Community Yard Sale Day on July 30

th
.    We 

once again want to be visible in the community.  We need you all to come with ideas 
of what might attract people to stop by and possibly be a fundraiser for the church.  
Please make time to participate in the discussions on this date. 
 
I continue my training in Gestalt Pastoral Care.  In its simplest form it is a form of 
counseling that has a faith component.  If you are struggling with issues, I invite you 
to schedule an appointment with me.  I cannot charge a fee for this, as I am still in 
training.  
 
Our Veterans group, COMPASS, is still going.  We meet once a week.  We know we 
have a lot of people interested and we continue to slowly add new people.  It is hard 
for the members of the group to “do the work of healing” if we overwhelm the group 
with too many new members at one time.  We also have been aware that several 
members have compromised immune systems, so we decided to go back to Zoom 
meeting for a couple of months.   
 
I am hoping as we continue to heal from the Pandemic, we will be scheduling more 
events.   Please continue to pray for a healing of our nation and our world.   
 
Peace to us all! 
Pastor Teresa  
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Beginning in the month of May, we are going to be studying the book of James.  
Here is some important information to review.   
 
“James” is actually the result of a translation of the Jewish name Ya’akov and 
the Greek name lakobos.  
 
Author: The author of this epistle (letter) is James, also called James the Just, 
who is thought to be the brother of Jesus Christ . James was not a believer 
(John 7:3-5) until after the resurrection. He became the head of the Jerusalem 
church and is mentioned first as a pillar of the church (Galatians 2:9). 
 
Date of Writing: The Book of James is probably the oldest book of the New 
Testament, written perhaps as early as AD 45, before the first council of Jeru-
salem in AD 50. James was martyred in approximately AD 62, according to the 
historian Josephus. 
 
Purpose of Writing: Some think that this epistle was written in response to an 
overzealous interpretation of Paul’s teaching regarding faith. This extreme view, 
called antinomianism,( def. relating to the view that Christians are released 
by grace from the obligation of observing the moral law.)  held that through 
faith in Christ one is completely free from all Old Testament law, all legalism, all 
secular law, and all the morality of a society. The Book of James is directed to 
Jewish Christians scattered among all the nations.    
 
Martin Luther, who detested this letter and called it “the epistle of straw,” failed 

to recognize that James’ teaching on works complemented—not contradicted—

Paul’s teaching on faith. While Pauline teachings concentrate on  

our justification with God, James’ teachings concentrate on the works that  

exemplify that justification. James was writing to Jews to encourage them to 

continue growing in this new Christian faith. James emphasizes that good  

actions will naturally flow from those who are filled with the Spirit and questions 

whether someone may or may not have a saving faith if the fruits of the Spirit 

cannot be seen, much as Paul describes it. 
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Key Verses: 
 
James 1:2-3: "Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials  
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops  
perseverance." 
 
James 1:19: "My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry." 
 
James 2:17-18: "In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by  
action, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show  
me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” 
 
James 3:5: "Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great 
boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark." 

 
James 5:16b: "The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

 
 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

May 1
st
-   James Chapter One 

 
May 8

th
-  Worship in Fellowship Hall.  Potluck breakfast.  

James Chapter Two 
 
May 15

th
-   Pastor Teresa will be away, Glenn will be giving the message 

Vespers at 3:30 
 
May 22

th
-   James Chapter Three 

 
May 29

th
-   Memorial Day celebration 

James Chapter Four  
 
June 5

th
  Pentecost. 

Holy Communion Will be Celebrated 
The Congregation is invited to wear the COLOR RED to show your spirit. 
 
June 12

th
   James Chapter Five 

 
June 19

th
   Father’s Day.  Coffee hour before Church  
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help in 2022.  We need someone to be in the 
church entryway to greet people.  We need to train people to be slide tech, 
sound tech, camera operator and also to train to count collection after  
service.   None of these jobs are really complicated, but your help is vital in  
helping Saint John’s succeed.   
 

Volunteer Form 
Your Name______________________________________ 
I am volunteering for   (Circle each one you are interested in)  
Greeter,   Slide Tech,  Sound Tech,  Camera,    Collection Counter  
 

Please put slip in collection plate or in the church office.   

 

 
ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is now available through the app tithe.ly.  Go to St. John’s  

website, click on give, and then follow the cues.  Credit or debit cards are  

accepted on our secure site.  An email receipt of your giving will be sent to you 

 

 
 

 
SURPRISE!   COB UPDATE…. 
 
       Love to St. John’s from the Ziegler family!   I was fortunate to go to visit  
with Carli and Carol a few weeks ago in their new home in Stroudsburg!  They 
have a wonderful new ranch home that Carli is able to navigate completely and 
independently.   At 24, for the first time ever, Carli can stay up later than her  
parents and put herself to bed!  Carli is also thrilled with a 3 year relationship 
that she has had with a young man.  The family is happy and doing well and 
fondly remembers the assistance received from St. John’s and COB! 
   
Debbie Loew 
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AFTERNOON VESPERS 
 

The next afternoon vespers will be on MAY 15, 2022, from 3:30 – 4:30 PM. 
The theme is “Rooted in Spirit”. Our featured guest musician is John Carelli. 
John needs no introduction. You have enjoyed his rich, Italian Tenor voice and 
his spirit, many times in the past. We always welcome his presence and are 
blessed to have his music filling our Sanctuary. As always prepare to be up-
lifted and inspired! 
 
This will be the closing vespers of this year’s vesper season. We’re pleased to 
be able to once again enjoy light refreshments following vespers. 
 
Last month, there was a $505 free-will offering donation for the UCC Ukraine 
Relief Fund. If you were not able to attend, we hope you will view and enjoy the 
YouTube recording. Pastor Teresa offered some insights into the history, cus-
toms and rituals of the Ukrainian egg decoration, pysanka. 
 
MANY THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN HELPING WITH  
VESPERS!  It only happens with your willing hands, talents and support. 
 
See you on the 15

th
. 

 
Grace and Peace, 
Marlene & John Ruby 

 
 
 

 

GREETINGS!   
During Covid we had to learn new technology.  We have at least 18 people each 
week who consistently watch worship online!   Technology is now becoming a  
necessity for successful churches.  We need some help.  Noah Bamberger will  
be leaving us for college in a couple of months.  This leaves a large hole in our 
Technology Team.  The positions to fill are:  Slide projector.  I create the slides  
and give you a script.  You just have to advance the slides.   
Sound Technology.   This is basically listening to the service and making sure the 
levels are correct.   We need camera operators.  And finally, we need people to edit 
the services and download them.  We use an existing program, so this takes some 
time but is not that difficult.   We need people to learn all these skills.  If you are  
interested in helping, please let me know.   We would like to have you start shadow-
ing the field of your choice so you learn by example.   
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"A Prayer for When You Don't Know  
How to Pray"   

 
by Kate Bowler 

 
God I don't know how to pray.  Here I am, in the 
dark, without words.  Praying with need so deep  
I can hardly see it,  Praying though prayer feels 
hopeless. 

 
God could You pray for Me?  Could You come into 
the space I am holding and speak the words so they echo through me and back 
to Your heart?  Will your Spirit intercede on my behalf, interpreting the groans I 
can't put into syllables and sounds? God, I feel hidden away so deeply that I 
can't see very far, but I ask You, God, can You come find me here? 

 
I am reaching out a hand, eyes closed, trusting for the moment when the next 
step seems possible, seems safe.  And until then, I long to just feel You 
near.  Amen.  
 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR WEBSITE  

(STJOHNSCOOPERSBURG.ORG) OR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE  

(ST JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, COOPERSBURG)  

HAS UP-TO-THE-MINUTE CHURCH INFORMATION  
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MAY MILESTONES TO CELEBRATE  
 
 

 
 

 

Please help keep this listing up-to-date by contacting the office with  

additions and/or corrections!  Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You shop, AmazonSmile donates 

Generate donations for charity while you 

shop using AmazonSmile, at no extra cost. 
 

 

Do you have family and friends who shop on Amazon Smile?  Ask them to 

list Saint John's United Church of Christ, Coopersburg as the charity.   

Every time they shop the church receives a donation based on a small  

percentage.  This is at no cost to those who place the orders.  Please share 

this with everyone you know!  

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

  26     Elsie Bell 

    27 Dana Musgnung 

  28     Denise Knittle 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

          
 14 John & Anne Schubert 

  23   Keith & Teresa Martin 

     27 Matt & Lenore Bamberger 



 

OUR MISSION: 

To know and share the love of God through worship,  

fellowship and outreach to the community. 

 

 
 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
538 Thomas Street 
Coopersburg, PA 18036 
 
www.stjohnsucccoop.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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